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WE aaa prevent our children coming to the use and knowledge of 
vicious habits, and warn them against them as far as we can. As I said 
before, they must have enjoyment. We require to have places of recrea- 
tion. We have the Springs, Saltair, and various other places all around 
us. We can go there if we will and enjoy healthy and sacred recreation; 
and we can go there, and find mischief and ruin; for Satan visits those 
places as well as others. Parents should look out for their children. We 
should cultivate family government, and children should be taught in that 
love and affection that they will delight to be governed, and will realize 
that their parents do better for them than they would for themselves. 
All proper restraints should be thrown around the young people. In this 
fast age, when lightning and steam and everything that can be thought 
of is aroused to animation, and when the eye is never satisfied with seeing, 
nor the ear with hearing, we all need to put on Gospel restraints, and not 

seek to gratify the eye and the ear only, but seek to gratify the spirit. of 
the Lord, that every time we go out and come in we shall go out and come 
in strengthened of the Lord, blessed by His providence and able to rejoice 
in His goodness and mercies. I want the young men and the young 
women to feel the importance of those principles that are taught to them 
in their Mutual Improvement Associations and in the holy Gospel; to 
avoid these vicious habits that confine and bind the soul in oe 
acquire the liberty to stand above all these things. 

Do you ever realize, young men, that you do not know which of wale are 
going to be called to stand before kings and queens some of these times, 
and the lords and nobles of the earth! They are going to beckon you 
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into their society before long, and when you go there you ought to be the 
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right sort of men, that will know how to stand up in their midst and 
honor the principles of the Gospel. Did it ever occur to you concerning 
Daniel and his brethren who were carried away captives into Babylon; 
bow that the king wished to show three or four of these Jewish young 
men some special favor and he gave orders that they should be fed from 
the king’s table; they should have so much wine at each meal, and so 
much meats; they should have all the varieties that made himself and his 
aristocrats look so full and well favored. When these Jewish young men 
were brought in and the order was given to supply them with all ‘this, 
what did they say to it? They said to the prince of the eunuchs: 


Prove thy servants, I beseech chee, ten days; and let them give us pulse 


to eat, and water to drink. 
Then let our countenances be looked u pon before thee, and the counten- 


ance of the children that eat of the portion of the king’s meat; ond, as 
thou seest, deal with thy servants. 


So the prince indulged them, and they went on with their usual temper- 
ate mode of living, without the wine and the other things which were 
offered, and at the end of the ten days “their countenances appeared 
fairer and fatter in flesh than all the children which did eat the portion 
of the king’s meat.” Directly the king had a wonderful dream that dis- 
turbed him. He awoke and could not tell what the matter was; but it 
occurred to him that he had a dream, and he could not remember what 
the dream was. Well, the Spirit of the Lord came upon Daniel, and he 
was told to tell the king what had been troubling him—the dream and the 
interpretation thereof. 

Now, it occurs to me that these young men of Israel are going to be 
called into the King’s presence, and be situated where they must stand 
straight and strong in the Spirit of the Lord our God, living by every 
word that proceeds from His mouth; to eat and drink those things which 
the Spirit of the Lord dictates and nothing else, so that He may have a 
man that He can speak to and make him as He did Daniel, a prophet, seer 
and revelator, right there in the land of Babylon before that great king. 
We are going to want some such men. I wonder if there are some of these 
men standing before me this afternoon, who will be called and invited 
into the presence of the king and his ministers. And how will you do? 
Will you become like them? Or, will-you hearken to the word of God, 
and perhaps save the king and the kingdom by the knowledge and revela- 
tion of the things you will have to declare unto them? There is a ee 
of importance in these things. 

You know how it was with Joseph. He saved all that part of hs 
habitable globe, just because he was God’s child and had His favor with 
him. When he was brought out of prison he could tell the king not only 
concerning the seven fat kine, but also the seven lean kine, and how to 
save the nations of the earth and to bring them all into captivity to 
Egypt; and be did it. Are we raising up young men of that spirit and 
that stamp, that are going to be filled with the revelations of the Lord 
Jesus in these trying times? When prosperity overshadows them, will. it 
overcome them? Will it drown their senses and take away their ability 
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when their fathers and others: may and when 
will dome upon them. Who is there that is disciplining himself for such 
service? That is the question for everyone of you young men and you 
young ladies to be thinking about; for the young ladies would like to be 
wives of such men. | 

The fathers, who are grey of hair, bald of head and bowed of form, are 
lovking forward expecting not a great while hence to meet their change. 
There is a certain class of work for them to do. You want to be looking 
over your generations carefully and see if they are walking in the ways of 
the Lord. You want to know if they have got the offices of the Priesthood 
among them; if they are endeavoring to honor these callings in the 
Priesthood, and are working righteousness. And if you have any way- 
ward children, that have gone out of the way, do not let them go clear off 
to destruction and you not see after them. Fasten one end of the rope of 
your faith to them, so that as far as they may go you will have hold of one 
end of it. See that you bestow upon the righteous and obedient of your 
race every blessing that you can before you depart from them; and if 
there are any that have gone astray, set the brother or relative to try and 
win them back; and if they are bowed down with shame, and say they 
cannot look their brethren and sisters in the face because of their wicked- 
ness, tell them to corre up to the scratch like men, confess and depart from 
their sins and their brethren will turn their hearts of love to them and 
will strengthen and encourage them to obey the precepts of the Gospel 
and turn to the Lord. For they have got to doit some time. If they do 
not do it in this life, they will have to do it in the next; and the sooner 
they get at it the less time they will lose in the business. 

The Lord our God is a God that forgives sin. When Israel went tit 
astray He pleaded with them to turn unto Him. “Why will ye die?” 
What the Lord wants is repentance; that is, to turn away from unright- 
eousness. Not to say you are sorry because you got caught at it. The 
thing is for you to catch yourself at it. It is more important to you than 
to anybody else that you should do this, and repent, and work out your 
_ salvation. Let the wayward have the encouraging hand to depart from 
their evil ways. The Lord is very forgiving, and He will be. He has said, 
“Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow.” If any 
of you have children that are astray and you do not know what to do with 
them, get them if you can to repentance, to humility, and to learn that 
God is their God, and that He wants to be their friend, and you want 
them to sense it, so that they will draw near unto Him * obtain His 
blessings renewed upon them. That is what the Lord wants. He does 
not wish that any should perish, but that all should turn unto Him and 
live. Look at it in the days of the Apostles. When Peter was teaching 
the people of his day he got right at repentance. What did he say to 
those who had crucified the Savior. He said, “Repent ye therefore, and 
be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refresh- 
ing shall come from the presence of the Lord.” . 

Tu work, as 1 have said, is wonderful in the eyes of the world, and 
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wonderful in our eyes, above everything else that we know of; and it. is 
going on to greatness, to strength, and to dominion. Men who are in the 
race for dominion, for authority and for power are men that must walk 
carefully before the Lord. There is not a man of us standing among the 
Apostleship but who has been or will be at some time brought to a tight 
place, where one single act would throw him head and beels out of the 
Church. So with all the men of God. The Lord disciplined the Prophet 
Joseph in that way till a flaming angel came before him and commanded 
him to do certain things or his life would be taken. So has He dealt with 
the other Elders of the Church that have come along up into places of 
responsibility. President Young was dealt with, and Brother Heber, and 
the leading men of Israel right along up have been brought to n 
where they have had to choose that day which way they would go. 
Now, who is the man that will gird himself with the full armor of. the 
Lord, who walks day after day carefully, and eats his bread with single- 
ness of heart and who is careful to pay his tithing of everything he 
7 The tithing is not yours, it is the Lord's; and if you keep it, 
you are robbing the Lord that much. It is everyone's privilege to pay 
tithing. I heard the Prophet Brigham once say that the poor brother that 
was unfortunate and could not raise his living and had to receive it from 
his brother, had a right to pay one-tenth of this gift for a tithing and to 
olaim the blessing of having paid his tithing with the promise that he 
should not be burned. There are promises of the Lord behind all these 
things. The whole thing is not executed to-day, because judgment and 
vengeance are not executed at once, the sinners go on and think they 
are going to pass by. I tell you the best thing is to bring yourself to 
judgment now, and cleanse yourself from sin and unrighteousness. If we 
judge ourselves by the law of God we shall not have to be judged. But if 
we do not, and our sins follow us to the day of judgment, we shall wish 
we had done differently here. We profess to know some things by the 
spirit of revelation concerning the future; we profess to know some things 
concerning the past, and we may as well be using that reason, judgment 
and understanding to direct our steps now while we are in the way. 
There is another thing I would mention. Any of you brethren and 
sisters that have got anything into your heads or hearts against. any 
brother or sister, and you are carrying that evil thought day by day, let 
me tell you it is bad business, for while you entertain these feelings you 
do not have the Holy Spirit. It cannot dwell in the heart as it would like 
to where such feelings exist. We must dwell together in love and fellow- 
ship in the Holy Ghost, fellowshiping each other, in fellowship with the 
angels and with our Lord Jesus Christ, and He will bring us into fellow- 
ship with the Father. Oh! what a blessing it is to have the fellowship of 
the heavens, to know that they are ready to help us in the hour of strait- 
ened need! How was it with the Apostle-Peter? The Lord looked him i in 
the face as they sat at table and said, “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath 
desired to have you, thai he may sift you as wheat: but I have prayed 
for you, that thy faith fail not.” That is just how narrow an escape 
that great man met with from being overthrown. He obtained that one 
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great thing—the fellowship of the Lord Jesus Christ, so that He prayed 
for him, that his faith fail not, although he denied his Master three times. 
Was not that a narrower chance than any of us want to take? 

‘The fact of the matter is, there is an etiquette in the Church and kines 
dom of God, different from the etiquette of the world, and we need to learn 
it. When people get into the various quorums and councils of the Church, 
they must learn it, or they will stumble and reel till they will not know 
whether they are standing or falling. And that etiquette is founded on 
the principle of obedience. That principle has to come in everywhere. It 
is the first principle with children to their parents. It is the first principle 
with parents to God, to His ordinances, and to the offices of His Church. 
it is the first principle all the way through the councils and quorums of the 
Church. It is “obedience that is better than sacrifice.” We have got to 
have it in our souls, with the light of the Spirit to know whom we should 
obey and the authority that is entitled to expect obedience from us—that 
authority which God has appointed to direct and lead us in the way of life 
everlasting. We have to learn of these things and un them wich us re 
by day, that they may hallow and sanctify us. 

Then, we must be filled with a feeling of generous henévolence:t to the 
poor that are around us, and especially to the poor that died before us, 
who were our fathers and our mothers. Oh! what has the Lord done for 
us to give us these temples, to bring to pass and restore the things that 
are lost; to give to us through the Prophet Joseph, before he could be 
taken away from us, knowledge of heavenly things which are not only for 
time but for all eternity! It is necessary for us, once in a while, knowing 
the things of God and the power of Godliness, and the fate of the ungodly, 
that the terrors of the Lord should be poured out upon us, so that we may 
be kept in the right way and take warning; for His Spirit will not always 
strive with man after He has bestowed upon him such knowledge and 
intelligence as He has poured out upon us. 

Fathers and mothers in Israel, see to it before you go away, that you 
conti upon your race which you leave in the earth, every blessing of the 
kingdom and the covenant that you can. If you have not paid your 
tithing, you are in a bad condition. You ought to have your tithings and 
your offerings paid. You ought to feel that you are entitled to every 
blessing the Lord can bestow. You ought to pour out blessings upon your 
race; that when yuu are gone they may be strengthened in your words, 
and walk in your counsels and precepts till you and they meet again. I 
have to say, that the more and more I learn and know that everything I 
— 
which we are engaged. | 
I want to say a word or two n who have just come over from the 
old countries. Some of them have lived there years, patiently waiting to 
be gathered. . So intent has their effort and desire been to get to Zion that 
it has seemed as if they thought the great end of their existence was accom- 
plished, and they could sit down and do nothing, as if they were tired out 
and ‘able to do no more. Bless your souls, you have only just come where 
you can go to work in the right place, at the right things, and become the 
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right kind of: persons yourselves, just as tate thes room. 
The light is not given simply for you to see by only, it is given to enable 
you to work by. We ought not to feel laggard, and dull, and stupid about 
these things. If you cannot get a full price for your work, work for what 
you can get, be thankful for that, and the Lord will open your way. 
Every experience that we have in life is intended to enrich us in the 
knowledge of God and His ways, to increase our usefulness and qualify us 
for greater, larger and more important work. How is it with the black- 
smith? With his continual striking he gets so that by and by he makes a 
blow more powerful by many fold than the man who has not been doing 
this. The use of his muscles has strengthened them till he can make a 
very powerful blow. So if we exercise our faculties and the faith and 
spirit we have got, practising and improving in our ministry in the ways 
of the Lord, He will increase our strength, and will qualify us to magnify 
our positions and prepare us for that which is before us. “Whom. the 
Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth.” 
Then the anointing is upon us. How can we be still? When we see our 
fellow-men going down the way of wickedness, and when we see our 
brethren: and sisters, sometimes full of the traditions that they have 
brought from the Gentile world, how can we hold our peace? We must 
teach by example as well as by precept how to walk in the way of the Lord. 

I wish to testify that the things which I heard this morning 1 
approve and confirm with my testimony. The Lord is going to. work 
more and moreamong us and like Himself. -But He will do that according 
as we manifest our desires for righteousness. I pray the Lord to bless you 
my brethren and sisters of Davis County. I hear a good report of the 
Davis Stake of Zion. I hear that it stands among the first in its efforts 
and labors to provide for the poor and to preserve the tithing intact for 
the Church. I can testify that President Hess is growing in grace and in 
the knowledge of the truth, and in the wisdom and power of the Priesthood. 
I feel to bless him and his counselors, and to bless the Bishops and those 
who are in authority in this stake all through, the brethren and the 
sisters, the old and the young; that you may be blessed with power to 
do good, with a disinclination to all that is evil, and become sanctified by 
the working of the Spirit and a belief of the truth unto everlasting life in 
the kingdom of our God. 
_ I pray that He will have us all in His holy ning and that while the 
judgments of God go forth unto victory, His people may so live that the 
angel.of the Lord will pass by with the judgments and not deliver them 
upon us. 1 pray that He may bless President Woodruff and his counselors, 
Brothers Cannon and Smith, to have eyes of the Holy Spirit to search all 
things that pertain to the welfare of Zion, and to maintain the authority, 
the purity and power of the Holy Priesthood. And so with the Apostles, 
that they may unanimously help to carry out their will, their _— and 
instructions among all Israel and in all the world. 

I feel myself one of the least of the Apostles. Unleas God he-with us we 

an do nothing; but if He will guide us we can do all things that He will 


equire, through Christ strengthening us. ‘Now, mag: the-blessing of the 
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Lord be upon you, your persons and your substance, and all your interests 


—— 


GENERAL RAL NEWS. 


(( a serious colliery accident occurred on 
November 25, at nnn. Poland. Thirty men are said to have lost their 
lives. 

Reports from the eastern provinces of Asia Minor speak of the prevalence of great dis- 
tress among the Armenian population as a consequence of last year’s events, and urgent 
appeals are made for help to enable the people to get through the winter. 

A terrible accident is reported to have occurred at Baroda in the course of a great fete 
organized in honor of the viceroy’s visit. The actual facts have not yet Leen 
but it is known that twenty-nine people have been killed and several injured. 


Minnesota, North and South Dakota, Montana, and Idaho, have been swept by one of 
the most destructive storms experienced since the famous blizzard of 1888. Great damage 
has been done to property, and traffic and telegraphic communication have been suspended, 
In some places the snowdrifts are fifteen feet deep, and a number of trains have had to 
be abandoned. Five persons are known to have been frozen to death. | 


Many houses at Athens have been completely destroyed by floods, The tents provided 
for the Armenian refugees have been swept away, and great distress prevails, A later, 
telegram days forty-five bodies have been recovered—thirty at Pirteus and fifteen at Athena, . 
A terrible storm, accompanied by heavy rain, has been raging there since this morning, 
causing considerable damage. The river Ilisos has overflowed its banks, carrying away 
cottages, booths, and smaller bridges. The_Kepisos, too, has risen, flooding the Morigst 
Gardens on its banks. The floods have assumed far more serious proportions in Pirtous 
than elsewhere. Several houses have been carried bodily away, and many more seriously 
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this life. He had been a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
since 1841, and went to Utah with the first company of Pioneers under the leadership of 
President Brigham Young, arriving in Salt Lake valley on the 24th day of July, 1847. 

The Utah Sugar Factory, up to November 14, had received 34,000 tons of beets for this 
season’s run. It was expected that the whole crop for the year would amount to 40,000 
tons. The price of sugar had advaneed g of a cent, but was still lower than last year. 
The average yield of beets per acre in Utah is fifteen tons, and the cost of production $30 
— The farmers receive $4.25 per ton for the beets delivered at the factory. 


On November 9, Rev. Anns H. Shaw and party arrived in Salt Lake City from Cali- 
fornia. The lecture for which Miss Shaw had been extensively advertised, was delivered 
in the Assembly Hall instead of the Tabernacle, on account of the inclement weather. A 
good sized audience listened with wrapt attention to the speaker, whose eloquence and 
intellectual powers and qualities make her one of the foremost women of the day. She 
dwelt largely upon the issues and history of the woman suffrage campaign in California; 
treated of the kindergarten and its beneficent effects; attributed the fall of Greece and 
Rome to the decay of morality, and urged the good results from carrying into politics the 
influence of the home. The speaker predicted unbounded prosperity for Utah, which 
will be enhanced by woman suffrage, ee 
Miss Shaw and party left for the east November 14 „ anne 
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“THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3, 1806. 


AN ADDRESS. 


To the officers and members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saint: 

Dear Brethren and Sisters—It has been a practice in the Church of 
J esus Christ of Latter-day Saints, sanctioned by the word of the Lerd, to 
fast and pray, and in this manner to seek for that faith which Sainte 
should possess, and obtain that spirit of humility n we n — 
manded to cultivate. 

| Shortly after the arrival of the people 1 valley of the Great Bale 
Lake, the first Thursday in each month was set apart as a day of fasting 
and prayer. The members of the Church were enjoined to bring on that 
day their contributions for the relief and sustenance of the poor, and hand 
them to the Bishop of the ward. 

At the time of the adoption of this regulation it was very con vendeint 
for the people generally to meet together in their places of worship on that 
day. The conditions were such that they, being of one faith, employers 
and employed, could leave their labor and devote a few hours to the Lord. 

For many years these meetings were well attended, and they were of a 
most interesting character, and were a vomfort and a strength to all who 
shared in them, as it was the practice for persons of both sexes to bear 
their testimony and take active part in them in each Nerv er 
direction of the bishopric. | 

As the years rolled by, conditions changed, 100 it tene more difficult 
for the people generally, and especially those in steady employment, to 
attend these meetings, until at the present time they have dwindled to 
such an extent that comparatively few have the opportunity of attending 
them. Thursday as a day of fasting and prayer in the Church no longer 
serves the object for which it was intended. | 

Our attention has been called to dannen and efter ben delibete- 
tion, it has been decided to change the day that has heretofore been 
devoted to this purpose. Instead of the customary assemblages in the 
various wards throughout Zion on the first Thursday in each month, we 
have concluded to set apart the first Sunday in every month as the day 


| for the regular fast meeting. 


„ therefore, we desire the Latter-day Saints, under the direction 
of the Presidente of Stakes and the Bishops, to meet in their several places 
of worship on the afternoon of the first Sunday in each month, whenever 

it can be done conveniently, and devote the meeting to the administration 
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of the Sacrament, to the bearing of testimony by the members of the 
Church, to the blessing of children and the confirming of members in the 
Church, and to such other services as have usually been attended to at 
such meetings. We feel assured that excellent results will follow the 
giving of members of the Church an opportunity to bear their testimony 
to each other and to seek for the gifts which the Lord has promised to 
those who keep His commandments. | 

Care should also be taken on such occasions to see that the wants of the 
poor are relieved by the contributions of the Saints in their behalf, that 
no cry of the indigent or suffering shall arise from our land in the ears of 
the Lord of Sabaoth. 

In Salt Lake City, instead of the people meeting in the Tabernacle on 
the afternoon of the first Sunday in each month, we have concluded that 
it will be better for that service to be dispensed with, and for the Latter- 
day Saints to meet in their several wards on that afternoon, so as to give 
all the members of the ward, including the aged and infirm, and others 
who are unable to go to the Tabernacle, an opportunity to participate in 
the fast meeting and share in the blessings of the occasion. In other 
Stakes where general meetings are held as in this city, we suggest that 
they also be dispensed with on the first Sunday of each month, and * 
the Saints meet in their places of worship i in the several wards. 

In some places the custom has arisen to consider it a fast to omit 1 
breakfast. This is not in accordance with the views and practice of 
the past. When fasts were observed in the early days, it was the rule to 
not partake of food from the previous day until after the meeting in the 
afternoon of the fast day. In making donations to the poor also it has 
been the understanding that the food that would be necessary for the two 
meals should be donated to the poor, and as much more as those who are 
liberally inclined and have the means may feel disposed to give. 

In giving this counsel to the Church upon this subject, we include all 
the missions where the Elders are laboring, either in the United States or 
in foreign lands. We think this arrangement will suit the convenience 
and.circumstances of all the Latter-day Saints throughout the world, and 
we would like it to be observed by all the organized branches of the Church 
in every land, so that our fasting and praying may be uniform and the 
time be understood by all. 

Before closing this address to the Saints, we feel led to say that if there 
should be sickness or any evil resting upon or threatening the people, 
these meetings furnish an excellent opportanity to bring such afflictions 
and troubles before the Lord. By approaching Him in the spirit of 
humility and union, we can supplicate Him to remove these afflictions or 
evils from the individuals or from the people. Our past experience has 
proved to us how willing our Father in Heaven is to hear our cries in the 
hours of extremity and difficulty, when we approach Him in a proper 
spirit and with proper faith. He is quick to hear the cries of His people 
and He has promised to us thatif we will draw near unto Him, He will draw 
near unto us. Such occasions as these, therefore, ought to be taken advan- 
tage of by the afflicted, whether in an individual or in a collective capacity. 
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With constant prayers for your welfare and eee and ne 
of the work of God, une 
We are your 
Woopkvrr, 
GrorGE Q. CANNON, 
Josxrñ F. Surrn, 
First Presidency. 


In whatzis known as the Southern States Mission, (U.S. A.,) a district 
embracing Florida, Alabama, Kentucky, North and South Carolina, Vir- 
ginia, West Virginia, Mississippi, Texas, Tennessee and Louisiana, there 
have been baptized into the Church of Jesus Christ of ow Saints 


during. this year 849 souls. 


ELpER HENRY who has just been released from asa 
Traveling Elder in the Leeds Conference to return home, narrates several 


cases of healing, through the administration of the ordinances of the 
Gospel, which have come under his observation during the two years he 
has spent in the ministry here. We publish his account of the healings, 
trusting it will be of interest and encouragement to the Saints, and eats 
to strengthen their faith in the promises of the Lord. 


Tux changeof the monthly fast day from the first Thursday to the first Sun. | 
day in the month, as decided upon by the First Presidency, and announced 
in their address to the officers and members of the Church, is one that will : 
be approved of and greatly appreciated by the Saints generally. Business 
connected with temporal affairs has hindered many in Zion from attending 
the fast day meetings, and in most of the missions abroad it has been 
impracticable to hold such meetings on the morning of the first Thu ey 


in each month. 


On the fifth of November we published an extra of copies of 
the Star for that date. It contained an address to the Saints from the 
Presidency of the Mission, inviting them to co-operate with the mission- 
aries of their respective Conferences in trying to spread the Gospel mes- 
sage, and ‘also soliciting their aid in extending the circulation of the Stax. 
It i is encouraging to note that through the efforts of the Saints and the 
missionaries our list of subscribers has been considerably increased. We 
still expect to receive additional . for the um as there are several 
Conferences yet to be heard from. a: 


A sHorT time since we from she News-Letter 
between J. W. MeConnell, Governor of Idaho, U. S. A. and 
Charles Peterson, of Belfast, Ia his letter replying to the inquiries of 
Mr. Peterson, Governor McConnell gives a very fair estimate of. the 
character of the Latter-day Saints. The Governor speaks from his personal 
acquaintance with the Saints, as many of them reside in his State, which 
adjoins Utah on the north. It appears that his description of the Mormon 

people is attracting some attention. The Oldham Hvemng mu of , 
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November 24, comments briefly on the good qualities of our people and 
quotes considerable from what the Governor of Idaho has to say about them. 


Tue headquarters of the Sheffield Conference is now at 14 Middlesex 
Street, Park Road, Barnsley. Elder A. B. Call, the President of the 
Conference, writing from that place on the 26th of November, says: “We 
are now settled in our new location, and like it very much; and we think 
with the help of the Lord we will be able to do a good work here and in 
the villages near by. Since our conference we have had three applications 
for baptism. We have commenced a Sunday school and had an attendance 
of thirty-two at our first meeting. We have also commenced a Mutual 
Improvement Association with a fairly good attendance. I am sure pre- 

judice is being allayed and that many who a short time ago would not 
2 to a Mormon Elder are investigating the principles of the Gospel.“ 


THE Preston Herald of November 21 contains an interview which its re- 
porter had with President Joseph W. McMurrin of the European Mission, 
and President Walter S. Lamoreaux, and Elder John H. Hammond of the 
Liverpool Conference. Over one column of the paper is devoted to the 
report of the interview, and much information of general interest con- 
cerning the Latter-day Saints is contained in it. The Herald deserves to 
be highly commended for the friendliness and liberality manifested in 
giving so much space for the discussion of the doctrines of Mormonism; 
and the reporter is to be complimented on the accuracy with which he has 
recorded the statements made to him by the Elders. 1 i is very seldom 
we find interviews so faithfully reported. 

Until quite recently out-door meetings have been held in Preston, and 
about two weeks ago a representative of the above-named newspaper 
happened to be present at one of the meetings, and requested the privi- 
lege of an interview, and appointed a time to meet the Elders. This is 
one of the good results of holding out-door meetings. 


IHE SIGNS FOLLOWING THE BELIEVERS. 


As I have been released from my labor, as a missionary, to return home 
on December 3, I thought a few incidents of healing the sick, which have 
come under my observation, would be of interest to the readers of the Star. 

I have taken great delight in calling down the blessings of the Lord 
upon the sick. 

While laboring in Keighly last winter and going with tracts from house 
to house, I came to a lady standing outside by the door. She asked me 
if I had something good. I answered, Yes, at the same time giving her 
“The Only Way to be Saved.” I then commenced to talk to her about the 
Gospel, and of its restoration with its gifts and blessings. She invited me 
into the house, where I found her two daughters, one of whom, a young 
lady of about seventeen years, was lying in bed, and had been home from 
her work two weeks. 

The mother said to me, Mr., I want you to lay hands on my girl: 1 do 
not, want to loose her. 
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' I told her that the signs were for those who believed, and explained 
more fully to her the Gospel and its blessings for those who lived up to 
its teachings. | 
Sha replied, Mr., I know you have the authority and if you will adwin- 
ister to my daughter, she will get better.” 
After talking further to her and seeing that she was sincere, 1 turned to 
the daughter and asked her if she had faith and wished me to administer 


to her. 

“Yes.” she answered. 

I went back to my lodgings, got a bottle of consecrated oil and Weta 
to the house. The mother and I knelt down by the bed and I offered a 
short prayer, after which I anointed the daughter and rebuked the disease. 

In four days from that time the young lady went to her work and has 
continued to do so. The family have been attending our meetings _— 
and I think they will be baptized before long. 

A sister in the Church had been sick for three or four weeks. The 
dootor had been attending her, but could do her no good. I went to her 
house and found her lying on a reclining chair in front of the fire, feeling 
very sick. 

After her husband came in, she said she would go to bed, which she did. 
She then wanted me to administer to her. I went up stairs, knelt by her 
bed and prayed, then anointed her and sealed the anointing and came 
down stairs. Within fifteen minutes she got up, dressed herself, came 
down stairs and prepared supper for me, then got her knitting, and sat 
down and was feeling as comfortable as usual, when in good health. 

Another sister, who had a hard lump growing on her breast, and which 
was very painful, asked me to administer to her, I did so and she has since 
said that the pain as well as the cause, has entirely disappeared. _ 

A brother was suffering with neuralgia and had had no rest for shave 
days and nights. His wife sent for the Elders to come and administer 
tohim. Brother Houtz and I went to his house and found him suffering 
very much. We administered to him, and the pain left him; and he went 
to sleep before we left the room. 

Many incidents of healing have come under my observation. The Lord 
has blessed me in my labors and has acknowledged my administrations in 


His name, and has listened to my prayers, for which I am truly thankful. 


THE CHILDREN OF J APAN. 


Vistrors to Japan may have different opinions about the eee 
of her landscapes, the color of her sky, and the richness of her flowers, the 
_ solemnity of her temples, and the grandeur of old Fuji, but all agree that 
nothing in Japan is prettier or more interesting than her little children. 
Even the young men and girls have the looks and manners of — 
and many of them appear as if they were merely playing at life. 

Truly Japan is a children’s paradise! Nowhere are there more of tem; 
nowhere are they better loved. The sweetest religious sentiment of Japan 
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is filial love, and parents who love their children passionately are amply 
recompensed for this affection by the care and respect with which they 
are surrounded later iu life, when they have reached old age. It is a 
charming spectacle to see the children in Yokohama, when they go, at the 
beginning of springtime, to look for shells at low tide. They come in 
groups from all parts of the city, carrying with them baskets and boxes 
hanging from their backs.. Having disrobed, they run joyously over the 
beach, prattling and crying out with glee, devoting all their energies to 
the search, while the heads of sleeping babies are balanced funnily on the 
hips of older brothers or sisters. 

Japanese children are never bashful or sullen. They look you straight 
in the face, never draw back if you call them to you, and although intimi- 
dated by the familiarity of strangers, they smile at you if you show them a 
friendly face. And. curiously enough you can draw a crowd of them 
immediately if you seem interested in some invisible object. Thus a passer- 
by in Europe who looks into the air will soon see a crowd gather about 
him. In Japan this crowd is one of children. The custom of shaving 
their heads is disappearing. You know in what manner this is done. 
Only a little lock of hair is left just at the top of the head, and sometimes 
also a tuft at the neck. Many children have eczema on the shaven. part 
of the head, a trouble attributable perhaps to unclean razors. This spoils 
the looks of the little creatures, but no mother in such case would resort 
to medical treatment. All believe that the cause is some interior trouble 
of which the skin-eruption is only a symptom, and none of them would for 
the world consent to take care of it. Besides, the trouble stops as soon as 
the parents stop shaving the child’s head. 

Two days in the year are exclusively devoted to children. At Tokio, 
Kioto, Yokohama, and in all the cities of Japan there is a day when the shops 
are full of toys, little models of persons or things, or even figures of the entire 
Japanese Court in miniature. This is on the great holiday for little girls. 
At this time large and small are dressed in garments of all colors, and 
affect the most extraordinary headdresses. The mothers are very proud 
of these toilets. The corresponding boys’ holiday falls on May 5. Then 
they are seen scattered everywhere about the country. At each house is 
raised a bamboo mast from which hang, blown about by the wind, strings 
of paper fishes. These represent carp, and are symbols of energy and con- 
stancy. For as the carp can ascend streams against the strongest currents, 
just so a studious child:can, in following the difficult current of life, acquire 
fortune and renown. There are as many of these paper fish at each house 
as there are children in it, so that at some houses as many as a dozen fish 
may be counted on the masts. Japanese children love also the sport of 
kite-flying. They make kites with strips of bamboo on which is fastened 
the paper of very tough texture common in Japan. Some kites are of 
huge size and can be raised many hundred yards. Veritable swarms of 
them may often be seen flying above villages. The children attach to 
them little devices that under the influence of the wind give out a most 
curious musical humming sound. 

The Japanese child is neither rough nor brutal. He is full of life and 
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spirits, nothing more. He spends his money for fruit and candy like other 
children and takes his pleasure in a more rational way than the European 
child, being both less strong and less combative. Wickedness seems un- 
known to him. The coolie child, with his brown face and bare legs, is 
always interesting. How many things he can carry on his back!! “ * 
* Under his big straw hat you often see a finely formed face, but it is 
almost always sad, with the resigned expression common to children who 
suffer. But the child that attracts most attention is the child of the 
sampans [boats]. Each sampan is generally navigated with the aid of two 
heavy sweeps, managed by two children of. whom the youngest is often not 
more than eight or ten years old. Under the eyes of parent or patron the 
young boatmen give proof of incomparable address and agility. ‘They live 
on board the boat, eating and sleeping there, and so are trained to be 
excellent sailors for the Japanese navy. Foreign firms also employ in met 
offices a certain number of Japanese children as clerks or errand-boys. 

* * It is said that all little Japanese, especially these 1 
boys, have a special talent for whistling. They even whistle European 
tunes! We should say, in closing, that in Japan people love children so 
much that when they have none of their own they adopt one, and if a 
Japanese thinks he is too poor to support his child he hastens to get it 
adopted by some rich family, which he always succeeds in mang. Magasin 


ee GATHERING OF THE JEWS. 


THE J ie population of J erusalem is three times W in this year 
1896, than it was twenty years ago, and is now said to be over sixty thou- 
sand. The increase is accounted for by the immigration from Russia: A 
good many Jews are also settling in several other parts of tis lend: 5 

Palestine. 

This is a significant fact; and the Latter-day Saints, who ee tel a 
deep i interest in the return of the Jews to the holy Jand and the fulfillment 
of the prophecies connected therewith, cannot fail to . the Wann 
of that people. 

We have been taught by the revelations which the W . given a 
us in these latter days, to expect the fulfillment of all prophecies of the 
ancient prophets concerning the return of the Jews, the re-building of 
Jerusalem, and the peopling of the holy land by the seed of Israel. The 
Book of Mormon is filled with predictions concerning this great event, 
and the faith of the Latter-day Saints has been aroused and is concen- 
trated on these promises which the Lord has made. He has made coven- 
ants with His ancient servants concerning their posterity that cannot be 
broken; and it is exceedingly interesting to us who live in these days to 
witness the gradual fulfillment of the promises, and to watoh the move- 
ments of the nations as they are bringing them to pass. 

We have always been led to expect that Russia wail 3 a 
prominently in the events of the last days connected with the Jews and 
er At the present. time that great power ‘holds the pre- 


— 1 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 783 


eminence among the European nations in regard to Turkey and the 
Armenian question and other questions connected therewith. Russia’s 

policy is well defined, and is aggressive. She is pressing steadily forward 
to the possession of power in Asia. England has long been afraid of the 
advance of Russia in the direction of India, and English diplomatists have 
apparently always had in view the checking of Russia in her designs in 
that direction. But Russia's influence is very great. She is a mighty 
power. She has great influence with China, and has undoubtedly been 
the means of preventing Japan from gathering in all the fruits which she 
hoped to obtain through her success in the war with China. The recent 
visit of the Chinese Viceroy, Li Hung Chang, to Russia, has not been 
without meaning, and it is believed that there is a cordial understanding 
between China and Russia in relation to future operations in Asia. Russia 
is building a Siberian railroad. The objective point is the port Vladi vo- 
stock. The completion of this road will add immensely to Russia’s power, 
and furnish facilities for transportation that will make her exceedingly 
formidable. Her voice in the affairs of that part of Asia will have to be 
listened to, as she will be in a position to enforce her demands. Though 
at the present time this port is closed during the cold months, yet it is 
stated that it is the intention to keep it open and free from ice during the 
winter, and to enlarge its facilities. This will add greatly to Russia's 
naval power. Her policy is one of expansion, and it is said that her 
statesmen are following out in their diplomacy the lines that were laid 
out as early as the reign of Peter the Great. At the present time it is 
within the power of Russia to say whether the sultan of Turkey shall 
continue to reign with the power which he has heretofore exercised. _ 

A rebellion in Crete has stirred up a great deal of feeling, and the 
Christian powers, as they are called, of Europe have had to interpose. 
The Armenian question is one that is exciting a great amount of feeling 
and indignation among the European powers. Turkey is charged with 
extreme cruelty, and Russia, France and England, as well as other powers, 
have insisted upon the sultan making reforms with reference to the 
_ Armenians and the Christians generally. This he has promised to do, but 
many express.grave doubts as to his good faith in making this promise. 

There appears to be a great hatred of Turkey aroused at the present 
time, and this feeling is fanned by men who call themselves Christian, but 
who are fanatical in their hatred of the religion of the Turks. Probably 
no one cause has contributed so much to this hostile feeling as the mission- 
aries sent out by various Christian churches, whose letters and appeals, 
highly colored as they have been, have aroused great indignation, not only 
in our country, but especially in England. Lord Rosebery, who, since the 
retirement of Mr. Gladstone from public life, has stood at the head of the 
Liberal party in England, has resigned that position, because of views 
which he entertains that are not in agreement with those of other leaders 
of his party, particularly Mr. Gladstone. Lord Rosebery is a very liberal 
man in his opinions. He married a Rothschild—a Jewess, and it is not 
too much to suppose that his connection with this eminent Jewish family 
— 


